St. Antony of Egypt Episcopal Church
Silverdale, WA 98303
Bishop’s Committee Monthly Reports
For September 20, 2026 BC Meeting


Vicar’s Report: Mother Hillary

Worship and Spiritual Life
We have moved into the liturgical Season of Creation, an ecumenical sub-season of Ordinary Time that focuses on the beauty of creation and our responsibility to protect the natural world around us. The liturgy changes will go through October 4th and feature readings, hymns, prayers, and/or sermons focused on creation, depending on the Sunday. On Sunday October 4th, we will have the Blessing of the Animals at both services, in honor of St. Francis's feast day that week. Otherwise, worship will continue as per usual, with one more joint service this year on the first Sunday of November—All Saints Day. Other opportunities for spiritual formation for both kids and adults continue to be offered in Episcopal 101, Contemplative Prayer, Bible Study, Godly Play, Youth Group, Teen Seminar, and Zimzum Discipleship. We've welcomed a few new lectors and EMs to the rotation, which is always exciting! The other special service coming up is All Hallows Eve, which is a very simple Evening Prayer service, after which attendees have gone out for dinner in the past. Stay tuned!

Pastoral Care
We grieve the recent death of  Sandy Martin and anticipate her memorial, possibly in the spring, to be held at St. Antony's. Also, we have started a monthly Grief Group on the first Tuesday of every month at noon, a drop in for one hour open to anyone who is processing any kind of grief—large or small, recent or old, and everything in between. After Liz's recent death, we have several paintings she donated that we hope to sell at a silent auction art party, perhaps in January. Thanks as always to the Pastoral Care team for their work. Please see Karrie's report for more Pastoral Care information.

Diocesan & Community Relationships
 My work with the Commission on Ministry as a committee member continues to take up some of my time. I will be away for a week in October for the discernment retreat where those seeking ordination are interviewed and evaluated after a period of formation and discernment. My volunteer work with the Central Kitsap Fire Department as a chaplain continues. I am on call as I write this. Meetings to prepare for the 2027 General Convention of the Episcopal Church are also beginning. I was elected to be one of diocesan deputies back in 2025, so will travel with our deputation in July of 2027 to Phoenix (woof! Whose idea was that!) for General Convention. 

For more details on how our church as a whole has been building community relationships, please see Holly Hoxeng's Outreach team report.

Welcoming & Parish Life
The parish continues to host periodic gatherings for fun and fellowship. Monthly opportunities include the Witty Knitters and Men's Fellowship Breakfast. Summer opportunities have included some game nights, the Po-e-Tea party, and more! This month featured another Paint Party with Beth on Saturday the 19th. Chelsea is working to get a Welcoming Team up and running so that we can continue to better incorporate our visitors, new members, and neighbors into our work. 

Administration
Ongoing projects that aren't yet finished—updated funeral/wedding guidelines, new phones, updated BC onboarding, and website updates! Cris McCarty, Guy Fulton, and Jason Wentworth have all been helping me out with making a plan for our website. I will be away for a chunk of October: the pilgrimage to Scotland from October 7-17th, Diocesan Convention on October 23-24th, and the Commission on Ministry retreat from October 26th -30th. With all that work coming up, we will have some guest preachers and supply priests. On September 27th, we will welcome one of our Archdeacons, The Ven. Barbra Weza as guest preacher; on Sundays October 11th and 18th, the Rev. Linda Logan will be supplying for me; on Sunday, October 25th, we will hear from our own lay leader, Heidi Hood, as guest preacher; and on Sunday, November 8th, I believe we are scheduled for a Bishop's Staff visit from The Rev. Canon Carla Robinson, who will preach and preside. You will have a nice variety of additional voices in the pulpit this fall!  

I remain honored and grateful to be your priest.
Mother Hillary+

Bishop’s Warden: Kathy Avery

Beginning with the Bishop’s Committee meeting in August, I have done the following:
August 17 – Altar and Flower Guild Brunch
August 17 - Washed church tablecloths
August 20 – Bible Study 
August 20 - Shopped for church picnic supplies with Mother Hillary
August 22 – Cut onions and cleaned lettuce for church picnic
August 23 – Set up and cleaned up church picnic
August 25-27 – Worked on card ideas for Pastoral Care card making event
August 26 – Zimzum
August 27 – Bible Study retreat at Tovi’s and provided transportation
August 30 - Transported Ann Daniels to and from church
August 30 - Setup and cleaned up No-Host Coffee Hour
September 3 – Bible Study
September 5 – Church cleaning morning
September 6 - Transported Ann Daniels to church
September 6 – Cleaned Atlar
September 8 – Pastoral Care Meeting
September 9 – Celtic Culture Pilgrimage Meeting (Iona)
September 10 – Bible Study
September 10 – Helped Karrie Wiley put door pantry organizer together for Pastoral Care
September 14 – Safety Meeting
September 15 – Witty Knitters
September 17 – Bible Study
September 17 - Bishop’s Committee Planning Meeting
September 19 – Paint Party


People’s Warden: Marj Zantek

No report at this time.

Buildings and Grounds: Dave Peterson

No report at this time.

Communications: Sarah Rogers

No report at this time.

Faith Formation: Heidi Hood

Camp Huston is offering several different events in the next couple of months. The Autumn Art Retreat will be held October 28th to November 1st. Spend Halloween weekend at Camp Huston with your crafting projects. There will be costume contests and other fun treats. Also from Camp Huston, from November 26th to November 29th, the camp will host a Thanksgiving retreat. Come for Thanksgiving dinner and spend the weekend enjoying holiday crafts and family activities. Lastly, Camp Huston will have a Quilter’s Holiday event December 3rd through the 6th. This will be a cozy and relaxing weekend with crafting projects, cocoa, massages, holiday happy hour, and a silent auction. Register for these events at https://huston.org/hustonevents/.
Godly Play started again in September, but Kristen Fabry needs additional teachers as soon as possible. She had two teachers move out of the area recently and is looking for at least two more teachers to ensure Sunday coverage and to remain compliant with Safe Church policies. Contact Kristen Fabry or touch base with Mother Hillary if interested in pursuing this opportunity to guide our youngest members. Godly Play is a Montessori-type program that takes place during the first half of the 10:15 am service. Age ranges from two or three (must be potty trained and able to sit for a period of time) to twelve years of age.
Mother Hillary will be exploring new topics in her Episcopal 101 class on Sundays. Episcopal 101 is for anyone interested in learning more about the Episcopal tradition and a welcoming platform to those new to St. Antony’s. Contact Mother Hillary for more information.
Mother Hillary is also leading a monthly Zimzum discipleship meeting, which is typically held toward the end of the month. All are welcome to attend. Check the Church Calendar for the next meeting date. In Bishop Phil’s latest Zimzum video, he talks about the practice of reconciliation and restoring relationships. He explains in the video that the “spiritual work of reconciliation is not easy, but it leads to a fullness of life.” To watch the video or to peruse the other videos, go to https://ecww.org/zimzum-discipleship-videos/.
The Youth Group is back at it in September. They are meeting this month to go over future events and schedules. For more information or to participate, contact Marj Zantek or Mother Hillary.
Thursday Bible Study is also back to its Thursday meetings. This fall they are focusing on Thessalonians. All are welcome to attend. Contact Mother Hillary or Esther Osborne with any questions.
The New Beginning Contemplative Prayer group will have new meeting dates and times starting in November. The change will be to the first and third Wednesday of the month from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. The meetings in October will stay on the second and fourth Tuesday from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. The group had its yearly business meeting on September 8th, where that change was decided on and approved by the group. Additionally, the group will be exploring the idea of doing an off-site retreat around February. More information forthcoming.

Outreach: Holly Hoxeng

On September 13, we had a great presentation at both services from Kathy Smith of the Bremerton Backpack Brigade, as the loose-plate offering was designated for them today. Hopefully folks were generous.

Upcoming in October:

October 4th – This month’s loose-plate offering will coincide with St. Francis’ Day, and is designated for Kitsap Animal Rescue and Education (“KARE”). 

October 8th – Red-shirt event at Central Kitsap Food Bank – packing boxes for delivery to seniors, Tim van As will be coordinating. Tim mentioned it at the 10:15 service this morning, and I will write about it in the October Glad Tidings, and we will put it in the Happenings (or a separate email).

The Outreach Committee meets this week—we will also discuss how much we want to be involved with the Mission to Seafarers. We have already received donations of 2027 calendars, which I will deliver to Father Mac at Diocesan Convention next month. Stay tuned.

I will be out of town 9/24-10/11.

Parish Life Co-Chair: Kathy Gero

No report at this time.

Pastoral Care: Karrie Wiley

The Pastoral Care Committee members include Gail Campbell-Ferguson, Holly Foley, Heidi Hood, Peggy Roberts, Maggie Scott, Marj Zantek, Rev. Hillary Kimsey, Karrie Wiley, Marty Whitaker, and Kathy Avery. 

We sent 8 cards out to people who needed some extra love.

Joys that were celebrated included:
Dick Scott’s vertigo is improving; it was caused by crystals in his ears. Maggie Scott does not
have to wear her braces very often now.
The picnic was fabulous.

Grief Support:
First grief support meeting went very well.

Future events:
Card making event was rescheduled to Saturday, December 5. It will be a cookie
exchange with Kathy Gero and card making.

We did not get a response from the newsletter asking for someone to help build some shelves
for our pastoral pantry. It was decided to buy a pantry that would go over the door in the
janitorial room. I ordered one from Amazon. Kathy Avery put it together, and it is
hanging on the door. If any of the Bishop’s Committee  members want to donate some jarred or
canned soups or dried food, that would be wonderful. I will write a plea for some food in
the upcoming newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Foley

As expected and budgeted, August had a low level of donations, leading to an $8k operational loss on the month. Also in the negative year-to-date by $22.4k but not as bad as the budgeted $34.8k. Still, we need to increase income through both stewardship and facility rental.

Other financial documents will be presented at our meeting.

Welcoming: Chelsea Reeder

No report at this time.


Submitted by Cris McCarty, Clerk of the Bishop’s Committee.
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