St. Antony of Egypt Episcopal Church
Silverdale, WA 98303
Bishop’s Committee Monthly Reports
For April 19, 2026 BC Meeting


Vicar’s Report: Mother Hillary

Worship and Spiritual Life
Since our last meeting, we have made it through another wonderful Lent, Holy Week, and Easter! We had a wonderful turnout at all of our services; the numbers were pretty similar to last year's across the board except for the Easter Vigil, where attendance shot up by 40%! Bible Study, Episcopal 101 Youth Group, Godly Play, Contemplative Prayer, and our ZimZum group continue to meet regularly. For the summer, we will begin having Summer Evening Prayer on Thursdays at 5:30pm-- every Thursday from the beginning of May through the end of August. We will also celebrate three confirmations at this year's Cathedral Day next Saturday!

Pastoral Care
Since our last meeting, the pastoral care team and I have continued to collaborate to care for our members when they suffer illness and injury of the body or soul, while also joining in thanksgiving with those who are celebrating happy occasions. Karrie is a wonderful leader, and Heidi H. and I are preparing to get a drop-in grief group going this year. To prepare, I have scheduled a pastoral care workshop training on Saturday May 23. I would also like to schedule another "Death and Donuts" funeral planning workshop. 

Diocesan & Community Relationships
Since our last meeting, I have continued my work with CK Fire and Rescue volunteer chaplain team and continue to be on the roster for Miller Woodlawn funeral officiants, though they haven't needed me since before Christmas. I am also working to get to know some of the local non-Episcopal clergy and local hospice and in-patient chaplains. I also continue to serve on the Diocesan Commission on Ministry—in service of this team, I drove three discerners to the Diocesan Discernment Retreat at St. Stephen's Seattle last Saturday. My other diocesan roles include occasional volunteering for the Diocesan youth confirmation program—I will teach one session this Sunday before they wrap up, as well as for the 2027 General Convention delegation. That last one hasn't taken up much of my time, but as we get closer to July 2027, it will pick up. It was also a joy to worship at St. Paul's Bremerton on my Sunday off after Easter—they are very interested in future collaborations.

Welcoming & Parish Life
Since our last meeting, we welcomed many visitors into our doors for Holy Week and Easter, including a beautiful Easter coffee hour from Jane and an adorable Easter egg hunt! In preparation for Easter, Chelsea was able to finalize and print a working draft of a church brochure to add to our pews and welcome table. She is also working on a second brochure that would talk about our history. Chelsea also came in during Holy Week to help tidy and organize our Narthex in preparation to welcome these new folks. Our parish life continues to be vibrant—the next fun social event on the calendar, I believe, is our paint party in May. I also hope to do another Po-e-tea party this summer, preferably out in our picnic shelter—more to come on that. 

Administration
Since our last meeting, I was mostly swamped with Easter prep that some of the admin projects went on pause. Now that Easter is behind us, I am returning my focus to some of those, such as forming some new small teams, exploring ideas for the future new website, revising our BC handbook and roles with the wardens, etc. I would also like to investigate getting new phones. Recently I had a person call for pastoral support and they left their number with us so I could call them back, but then when I called them back, it went to a busy signal. If we had newer phones, we might have caller ID or an easy-to-use transfer button to cut down on missed connections like this. I'll be looking into this with our provider for estimates. 

Delighted to be back with you all! 
MH+

Bishop’s Warden: Kathy Avery

As I mentioned in my March report, I attended the wedding of my granddaughter in Springfield, Illinois. During that visit, I also was invited to attend Nowruz which is the celebration of the Persian New Year. It is a 3,000-year-old tradition that celebrates the beginning of Spring and symbolizes renewal, rebirth and victory of light over dark. I see this celebration as a connection to Easter and the Gospel as an opportunity for celebrating God’s creation of a new season. Once back home, I participated in Bible Study, Pastoral Care, Easter week services, washed church linens, uncluttered the church kitchen,  contributed to 5th Sunday coffee hour, gave rides to church for Ann Daniels, made cards for Pastoral Care and crocheted Irish cows for possible use at Bible School.

Respectfully, Kathy Avery

People’s Warden: Marj Zantek

Since our last meeting, the church (that is all the people who gather here) has been humming! Chelsea and Mother Hillary set up a table and several chairs to welcome any daffodil hunters who wanted to see our fabulous daffodil gardens during the annual Silverdale Daffodil Festival. Perhaps we can share our gardens during next year’s festival by adding community events to our church calendar, and getting the word out to even more of our extended neighborhood. Thank you, Chelsea, for the colorful fliers!

I’d like to have a discussion with anyone interested in expanding our core of volunteers in an attempt to include more of our members in the delightful and rewarding volunteer ministry here at St Antony’s. How about a strategy session in early to mid-May? We really shouldn’t keep all the fun to ourselves, as our needs are many and varied. My goal is to invite all members to participate in one additional aspect of our life together, as their Gifts draw them. May 2nd is our next all hands work party, and not all the work is physical.
What a glorious Easter is being celebrated here! Everyone pulled out all the stops to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior—the most sacred Holy day of the year. Heartfelt thanks to all who gave of themselves to enhance the celebration in this little corner of Silverdale. Easter continues!

As Spring is trying to establish itself I am noticing all the beauty in this land that we have been called to steward. I will be discussing environmental stewardship in our next Glad Tidings.

Just getting started,
Marj Zantek

Buildings and Grounds: Dave Peterson

No report at this time.

Communications: Sarah Rogers

No report at this time.

Faith Formation

No report at this time.

Outreach: Holly Hoxeng

We are in the midst of the Kidzz Helping Kidzz food drive; the bins are filling up and congregational response has been good. The bins will be picked up 5/3. Mother Hillary reached out to Coffee Oasis, inviting them to come speak to the congregation. As far as I know, we have not heard back. That being the case, I will do a Minute for Mission this Sunday as they are the recipient of this month’s loose plate donation (which BC will have heard by the time they read this report!) The Outreach Committee did not meet this month due to absence, illness, and vacation. We’ll be back at it next month.

Parish Life Co-Chair: Kathy Gero

No report at this time.

Pastoral Care: Karrie Wiley

I have an awesome group of ladies in the Pastoral Care group. Members are Peggy Roberts (my assistant in transcribing meetings), Heidi Hood, Gail Campbell- Ferguson, Holly Foley,
Marj Zantek, Maggie Scott, Marty Whitaker, Esther Osborne, Hillary Kimsey and Kathy Avery.

On March 22, Stu Smith came home from the hospital: after having his gallbladder removed. I dropped off 2 frozen meals and some refrigerated soup. Stu was doing very well.

Natalie Brown had cochlear implant surgery on April 3. She said the surgery went well; and she is healing. She sees the audiologist on April 16 to turn on the device. Hopefully, she will
be able to hear.

Esther Osborne is healing well after her fall, which resulted in broken ribs and pelvis. She was at the Saturday Easter service, using a walker.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Foley

Thanks to some very generous donations, we are in the black on the month and YTD!

As was previously reported, the Department of Labor has not been updating their CPI index since September due to 'budget issues.’ This is used to determine the amount of funds available in the St Antony and Brandenburg Outreach endowments. I found a website that does a CPI calculation that will have to suffice until the government gets their act together.

Welcoming: Chelsea Reeder

Exciting news! The church has a “Welcoming Brochure” in the pews! I spent my time since my return from Italy collaborating with Welcoming committee members to make sure I got all the relevant information that newcomers need. Please take a look the next time you’re sitting in the sanctuary. The next step is to get pew cards made up. If anyone is interested in joining the Welcoming Committee, please let me know.

Submitted by Cris McCarty, Clerk of the Bishop’s Committee.
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